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It may be added by the present writer that the data reported
regarding various works now in operation is usually far less
a value than it should be, and often of no real value to the
designer. This is because in case of most small installations
there is usually some serious defect in the design of one or
more parts of the system, or in proportioning them, and the
defects are not reported in the descriptions; or because such
data represent the results of special tests while the plant is new
and under the supervision of its builders, while a year or so of                       jl
use may improve it, or very greatly lessen its usefulness. Visit-
ing various installations, however, is of greatest use to the
designer, as it enables him to see the defects that develop after
a system has been in operation for some time.